[Osteopontin level in the serum of patients with alcoholic liver disease, treated for alcohol withdrawal syndrome--a preliminary report].
Alcoholic liver disease (ALD) is consequence of alcohol addiction, that increase morbidity and mortality of those group of patients. Induction of the inflammatory process in alcohol injured liver is a turning point in ALD, can cause acute liver damage symptoms or cirrhosis with increase of hepatic fibrosis intensity and portal hypertension. Osteopontin (OPN)--a protein associated with early inflammatory process and remodeling of damaged tissues with intensification of hepatic fibrogenesis process, is considered to be a biomarker of hepatic inflammation and fibrosis. A group of 12 patients with mean age--44 years, mean alcohol addiction time--16 years, hospitalized because of alcohol withdrawal symptoms were examined in the preliminary report. ALD was diagnosed in all patients, steatosis--in 4, inflammatory--in 3, cirrhosis--in 5. Control group were 19 healthy patients with no alcohol addiction and liver disease in medical history. Serum OPN level was measured by ELISA method using reagents from Raybiotech. Serum OPN level in control group ranged 0-35,955 pg/ml, in examined group ranged 0-338,280 pg/ml. OPN levels in serum of patients with hepatic steatosis were under limit of detection (< 50 pg/ml). OPN serum level increase was correlated to ALD progression. The highest OPN levels (> 100,000 pg/ml) were observed in patients with symptoms of the liver decompensation due to severe hepatitis and advanced cirrhosis.